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Portugal and
baldios

1441 Baldios in 2013*

500 000 hectares

Average Area: 423 ha (PNVTC, 2010)

999 under forest regime (Source: ICNF)

727 registered as coletive persons (Source: 
RNPC)

Not included:

- Baldios in the islands (separate
administration)

- Non-forested lands

• 7638 Unidades de Baldio em 1938

• Map source: http://www.baladi.pt



Where are the
commoners?



Commoners – all local users according to custumary 
rights; entitled to usefruct and administration of the 
common lands while living in the area

Commoners assembly can democratically elect a 
managing council of commoners or delegate executive 
powers in the local government (typically, the parish)

Commoners can administrate exclusively their 
resources, or:

• co-administrate the forest with the State 

• concession the lands to industrial companies

Forms of
governance



Resources:
Forests

Source: Meneses et al. Understanding Driving Forces and Implications Associated with the Land Use 

and Land Cover Changes in Portugal. Sustainability 2017, 9, 351.



The fires in Portugal’s neo-Australian landscapes

https://christiankull.net/2017/06/22/fire-portugal/

Pedrógão grande fires

https://christiankull.net/2017/06/22/fire-portugal/


Resources:
Wind



Resources: Stone 
and Minerals

Source: http://www.lneg.pt/CienciaParaTodos/edicoes_online/diversos/portugal_geology/texto



Resources: 
Protected areas

Source: ICNF



Map of state and non-
state actors
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Ongoing work

Commoners-common lands connection



Projects submitted:

CATA-VENTO: Socio-economic impacts of 
wind parks in community forests 

CLEAR: Community-Led Initiatives for 
Landscape Care and Risk Prevention 
(INTERREG, led by Regional 
Government of Toscania, Itália)

Future work



Rita Serra

Centro de Estudos Sociais

Universidade de Coimbra

miscara@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/comunixjovens/

mailto:miscara@gmail.com

